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Top Ten Issues

• Goals
− Purpose of the 

session is to 
introduce top legal 
issues the addiction 
treatment field is 
facing today.

− Goal is also to identify 
potential future 
issues.
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Methodology
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Importance - Statistics

• The Mental Health and Substance Abuse Centers 
Industry is in growth stage.

• 50% of the industry $14 billion revenue goes towards the 
treatment of substance abuse of drugs and alcohol.

• Over 21 million people aged 12 and older required 
treatment for illicit drug or alcohol abuse in 2014

• Moderate consolidation over next several years with 
approximately 10,000 providers nationwide;

• Mental health and substance use disorders are the 
leading causes of disease burden in the U.S.
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Importance  - Governmental Focus
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Importance – Media Coverage
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The Top Ten

1.  NIMBY 
1.  HIPAA
1.  Part 2
1.  Parity and Payment
1.  Marketing
1.  Co-Insurance
1.  Labs
1.  Corporate Structuring
1.  Telemedicine
1.  Staff Issues
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NIMBY
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HIPAA
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PART 2



12
www.bakerdonelson.com
© 2017 Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz, PC

Parity and Payment

• MHPA of 1996
• MHPAEA of 2008
• PPACA of 2010
• CARA of 2016
• AHCA of 2017
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Fraud and Abuse - Marketing 
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Fraud and Abuse - Co-Insurance

• Cigna v. Humble Surgical Hospital (June 2016)

• Forest Park Medical Center Indictment (Nov. 2016)

• Aetna v. Humble Surgical Hospital (Dec. 2016)
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Fraud and Abuse - Labs

• US. v. Salvatore Conte (2016)

• BCBS of Mississippi v. Sharkey-Issaquena Community 
Hospital (May 2017)
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Corporate Structuring and Investment
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Telemedicine

• State laws
• Permitted modalities
• Licensure requirements
• Practice limitations.
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Staffing
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Comments & Questions
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