
 

 

National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers (NAATP) 
to Allocate Over $5 Million to Help Support Addiction Crisis From 
Hurricane Katrina 
 

New York, New York – September 20, 2005 – The National Association of Addiction Treatment 

Providers (NAATP) announced a relief effort valued at over $5 million to provide primary 

inpatient beds and addiction treatment for the thousands of victims of Hurricane Katrina.  Many 

victims who are facing withdrawal or are in need of ongoing treatment services are in shelters 

where there are no facilities and do not have resources available to them.   

 

NAATP will coordinate the relief effort with HopeNetworks.org, a grassroots organization 

founded in Louisiana in 2002, networks people and organizations for action to reduce the 

impact of addiction on communities. HopeNetworks in known for mobilizing efforts for  

Louisiana addiction recovery policy efforts, rallies, and outreach and education  in local areas 

across the state 

 

According to Samantha Hope Atkins, Executive Director and Founder of HopeNetworks.org, 

“We are in a state of emergency in terms of getting treatment help to thousands of people in 

shelters throughout Louisiana.  Prior to Hurricane Katrina, there were only 32 Detox beds 

available for a population of 4 million people.  Today, there are less than 10 available to serve 

those who are suffering from severe withdrawal symptoms and do not have access to 

treatment and counseling from the shelters.  In Louisiana currently 99% of all treatment 

services are currently federally- or state-funded and given the magnitude of the Katrina crisis 

there is a need for new funding help as federal resources are stretched.”   

 

NAATP’s President and CEO, Dr. Ronald J. Hunsicker stated, “When a crisis of this magnitude 

hits, and there is no funding available, it’s critical for the private sector to take action.  I am 



 

 

proud that so many of the private treatment centers like Caron Foundation, Betty Ford Center, 

and others have come forward to donate over 100 treatment beds and airfare amounting to 

several million dollars of life saving alcohol and drug in patient treatment as well as potential 

longer term treatment to the victims of this disaster.   

 

Any treatment centers wishing to become part of this initiative should log onto 

www.hopenetworks.org and complete the online form or call toll free 866-859-3513.  Contact 

may also be made to NAATP at www.naatp.org. 

 
 
Contact Information:  
Paula Chirhart 
The Abernathy MacGregor Group 
 212.371.5999 
 
 
The mission of the National Association of Addiction Treatment Providers (NAATP) is to promote, assist and enhance the 
delivery of ethical, effective, research-based treatment for alcoholism and other drug addictions. NAATP will seek to 
accomplish this mission by; (1) providing its members and the public with accurate, responsible information and other 
resources related to the treatment of these diseases; (2) advocating for increased access to and availability of quality 
treatment for those who suffer from alcoholism and other drug addictions; and (3) working in partnership with other 
organizations and individuals that share NAATP’s mission and goals. 
 

 

HopeNetworks.org -- -New Orleans/Gulf Coast  
God Help Us Save our People-Temp site during storm, servers lost, see www.hopenetworks.org, Contacts, Louisiana organization, 
networking people for hope, help, responding to urgent needs for support and help, uniting those willing and able to reach those struggling 
with social ills that have lead to this unbelievable experience of hurricane Katrina. 
 

 
 
 


